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Characteristics of Newly and Previously Reported
Drug Abusers in 2006
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at 68.5%, as compared against 16.3% among
REMXEFREE LG 163% - BH adult abusers aged 21 and over A

FTXUEBEXREERAGTHK ZRE comparison of the characteristics between
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‘ given in the ensuing paragraphs.

EgFatt B (F 2a) Age and Sex (Table 2a)

4.2 ;H}: EIREREMHEHY 4.2 The age distribution of newly
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younger than their previously reported
counterparts (with an average age of 38).
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Chart4.1 Newly/previously reported drug abusers in 2006 by age
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43  Regarding the sex distribution, 31.8%
of newly reported drug abusers were
females, while the respective proportion
among previously reported abusers was
lower, at 14.7%.

Type of Drugs Abused (7able 2b)

44  Among newly reported drug abusers
in 2006, the most commonly abused type of
drugs was ketamine (54.7%), followed by
ecstasy  (26.0%), (20.5%) and
cannabis (15.4%).

heroin

4.5 Among previously reported drug
abusers, heroin was the dominant type of
drugs abused (76.4%). A smaller
proportion of abusers was recorded for other
kinds of drugs, mainly triazolam/midazolam/
zopiclone (21.6%), ketamine (12.0%) and ice
(5.7%).
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Reason for Current DrugAbuse (Table 2c)

4.6  For newly reported drug abusers, the
three most popular reasons for current drug
use were “peer influence’” (53.4%),
“curiosity” (46.5%) and “relief of boredom”
(34.2%).

4.7 As for previousy reported persons,
the three most popular reasons for current
drug use were “peer influence’ (46.0%),
“avoid discomfort of its absence” (45.7%)
and “relief of boredom” (41.9%).

Ageof First Abuse (Table 2d)

4.8 Previously reported drug abusers
on average started to abuse drugs at an
earlier age, at 17, while those newly
reported persons later, at 20.

Activity Satus (Table 2e)

4.9 Of al newly reported drug abusers,
38.8% were unemployed, 37.7% full-time
workers, 13.7% students and 6.4%
casual/part-time workers. Among previousy
reported persons, the proportion of the
unemployed was much higher, at 57.1%.
Some 28.7% were full-time workers and
7.9% casual/part-time workers.

Educational Attainment (Table 2f)

410 A greater proportion of newly
reported drug abusers attained higher
educational level, with 53.5% being lower
secondary, 29.7% upper secondary, 2.1%
tertiary education and 14.2% primary
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education. Only 0.4% had no schooling or
at kindergarten level.

411 For previousy reported persons,
31.7% had primary education, 50.9% lower
secondary, 14.6% upper secondary, 0.6%
tertiary education and 2.2% no schooling or
Kindergarten.

Marital Satus (Table 2g)

412  Some 84.7% of newly reported drug
abusers were never married while the
respective proportion among previously
reported persons was lower, at 51.6%.
Married and cohabiting persons took up
12.4% of the former group and 35.1% of the
latter group, while the widowed, divorced or
separated atogether took up 3.0% of the
former group and 13.3% of the latter group.

413 Of those married or cohabiting
newly reported persons, 19.4% reported that
their partners also abused drugs, which was
similar to 12.1% for the previously reported
counterparts. Among males, the respective
proportions among both newly reported and
previously reported drug abusers were
similar (at 13.3% and 7.8% respectively).
For females, the respective proportion was
lower among newly reported persons (at
29.0%) than that among the previoiusy
reported ones (at 40.9%).



