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This chapter focuses on analysing the profiles
and drug-taking behaviours of lifetime
drug-taking students.

2.1 Drug-taking frequency (Chart 2.1)

Among all drug-taking students, about 23.6%
took drugs within 30 days before survey
enumeration. In particular, the proportions in
different education levels were: 21.3% for upper
primary, 23.5% for secondary and 24.6% for
post-secondary.

Students who reported having taken drugs
within 30 days preceding survey enumeration
were asked of their drug-taking frequency.
45.3% took drugs every day in the preceding 30
days, 21.0% took drugs once, 17.4% took drugs
2-3 days per week, 10.8% took drugs every
week and 5.4% took drugs every two weeks.

2.2 Type of drugs taken (Charts 2.2 —
2.3 and Tables 2.1-2.4)

In the 2011/12 Survey, the proportion of
students who had ever taken psychotropic drugs
decreased to 2.2% from 3.7% in the 2008/09
Survey. On the other hand, the proportion of
students who had ever taken heroin remained at
0.2%, same as the 2008/09 Survey.

22



BoE

Chapter 2

E/N o~ BN HE BRI R G E R
O EE B B RS 1.1% ~ 2.2% K% 3.3% >
BARFY 2008/09 45 A Fr 45 14 FH JHE BB 1
1.6% ~ 4.3% K 4.4% - A &k & 5% &
PIEEBI 43 B 0.1% ~ 0.2% K% 0.3% > Ifi
2008/09 453 & r AH FE LL 1] 0.1%~ 0.2% K%
0.2% ©

Ok B fo R A EL B AE R (] R
BLAE B A B B2 A th 9 T B3 - A
M 0 RV I o 0y LE B A 55 PR R AR i
19 -20 BE WY 24 th A7 8 f0E K -

2011/12 FFRY B B - Tk B &I F
BoEnEENELAYEHEE Tk - &
W E A B S E RN B
BT KR JFH 2008/09 G214 11800( 39.2% )
FERZE 2011/12 4219 8000 (45.3% ) " &
W, B 2008/09 4EHY 13300 (44.2%)
TERE 2011/12 4£ 19 5800 (333% ) > T #
YO FH 2008/09 4R 9500 (314%) F
B 2011/12 £/ 3900 (22.1%) -

EEEENEEREN =ZH BN "X
K EZNA TREK M T KR
RN EASEN NERE TR - Tk
SUZ N 5 B O2008/09 Y 1140 FEEE
2011/12 /9 720 (38.3% ) T REIK
Hy 2008/09 /9 940 T EEE 2011/12 4£ 1Y
300 (157% ) " vK#E o B 2008/09 HEHY
320 Rk 2011/12 589 270 (14.3%) -

EERTFEAREN ZEHELE TR

ik DR R T KE L, o B
BAYHEHN TB®RETE - " K, H

2008/09 1Y 7290 FEEE 2011/12 11
4520 (42.9%) > " @ HEHA , FH 2008/09 4F
10110 F B % 2011/12 A # 3810
(36.1% ) > " ¥K3 5 H 2008/09 £ 4170
FREEE 2011/12 519 2350 (22.3% ) »

There were 1.1%, 2.2% and 3.3% of students in
upper primary, secondary and post-secondary
levels respectively who had ever taken
psychotropic  drugs, all lower than the
corresponding proportions, 1.6%, 4.3% and
4.4%, recorded in 2008/09 Survey. The
proportions of students in these education levels
who had ever taken heroin were 0.1%. 0.2% and
0.3%; while the corresponding proportions were
0.1%, 0.2% and 0.2% in 2008/09 Survey.

A downward trend in lifetime psychotropic
drug-takers was observed in students of both
sexes and across different age groups. However,
slight increases were noted in the proportions of
lifetime heroin takers in male students and
students aged 19 - 20.

Drops in the number of drug-takers across all
psychotropic drug types were recorded in the
2011/12 Survey. The number of takers of the
three most common drugs decreased from
11 800 (39.2%) to 8 000 (45.3%) (cannabis),
from 13300 (44.2%) to 5800 (33.3%)
(ketamine), and from 9 500 (31.4%) to 3 900
(22.1%) (ecstasy), as compared to 2008/09.

The three most common drugs for upper
primary students are cough medicines, thinner
and ice. The number of drug-takers decreased
from 1 140 to 720 (38.3%) (cough medicines),
from 940 to 300 (15.7%) (thinner) and from 320
to 270 (14.3%) (ice) as compared to 2008/09.

The three most common drugs for secondary
students were cannabis, ketamine and ice. The
number of drug-takers decreased from 7 290 to
4 520 (42.9%) (cannabis), from 10 110 to 3 810
(36.1%) (ketamine), and from 4 170 to 2 350
(22.3%) (ice) as compared to 2008/09.
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Upper primary students were not asked of the question.

drug-takers decreased from 4160 to 3280
(64.2%) (cannabis), from 2980 to 1790
(35.0%) (ketamine), and from 2 580 to 1590
(31.1%) (ecstasy) as compared to 2008/09.

57.4% of drug-taking students had taken one
type of drug only. In particular, over
three-quarters (76.1%) of drug-taking students
of upper primary level had taken one single type
of drug only. Compared with 2008/09 Survey,
except for the male upper primary students,
drops in proportions of drug-taking students
who had taken more than one type of drugs in
both sexes and across different education levels
were noted.

In the Survey, respondents could choose more
than one type of drugs. However, it should be
noted that the results did not show whether they
took more than one type of drugs at the same
time or on different occasions.

2.3 Main sources of money for
buying drugs (Table 2.5)

45.2% of drug-taking students in secondary or
above levels’ claimed that the drugs they took
were “free of charge”. The second commonly
reported source of money was “pocket money”
(34.0%). “Compensated dating” (19.0%),
itemized for the first time, was the third most
common sources of money for buying drugs.

These three were observed to be the most

common sources of money for buying drugs
across different education levels.
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Similarly in the 2008/09 Survey, “free of
charge” (61.2%) and “pocket money” (35.7%)
were the major sources of money for buying
drugs recorded amongst drug-taking students of
secondary and post-secondary levels, while
information on “compensated dating” as source
of money for drugs was not collected.

2.4 Usual venues for taking drugs
(Table 2.6)
“Friends’/ schoolmates’/ neighbours’ home”

(33.3% for 2011/12 and 34.4% for 2008/09),
particularly for students in secondary or above
levels, and students’ own “home” (26.0% for
2011/12 and 24.8% for 2008/09) continued to be
amongst the top three usual venues for taking
drugs in both the 2008/09 and 2011/12 surveys.
The other usual venue for taking drugs was “bar,
pub or club” (20.4%) in the 2011/12 Survey, but
“karaoke” (28.5%) in the 2008/09 Survey.

“Public playground/ park/ public toilet” (22.9%)
was also a common venue for drug-taking
students in secondary level to take drugs,
whereas more upper primary students took drugs

7z

in “internet café” (14.8%).
2.5 Usual venues for obtaining drugs
(Table 2.7)

The usual venue for obtaining drugs was a new
question asked in the 2011/12 Survey.
Drug-taking students of different education
levels obtained drugs from different venues.
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For upper primary drug takers, the top two
venues were students’ own “home” (27.6%) and

“internet café/ cyber café” (17.1%). While
“friends’/ schoolmates’/ neighbours’” home”
(32.7%), “public playground/ park/ public

toilet” (18.3%) and “bar, pub or club” (18.2%)
were common venues to obtain drugs for
secondary drug-takers, post-secondary
drug-takers got their drugs at “friends’/
schoolmates’/ neighbours’ home” (45.0%), “bar,
pub or club” (18.2%) and “‘school (including
dormitory)” (13.0%).

It is worthwhile to note that among all
drug-taking students, the top three usual venues
for obtaining drugs: “friends’/ schoolmates’/
neighbours’ home” (33.6%), “bar, pub or club”
(17.7%) and students’ own ‘“home” (15.5%)
were the same as the top three usual venues for
taking drugs with respective proportions of
33.3%, 20.4% and 26.0%.

2.6  Suppliers of drugs (Table 2.8)

“Friends” and “schoolmates” were two of the
most commonly reported suppliers of drugs
reported in the 2011/12 Survey across different
education levels and irrespective of when the
secondary and post-secondary students took
drugs, i.e. either for the first time or within 30
days preceding survey
Specifically, the “friends” who supplied drugs
were reported to be mainly “other friends”.

enumeration.

In addition, a relatively high proportion of
drug-taking students claiming that “‘strangers
and others” had supplied them with drugs was
observed; such proportion (35.4%)
particularly high for drug-taking students of
upper primary level, surpassing that for friends
(28.1%) as suppliers of drugs.

was
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For students of secondary or above levels,
suppliers who provided drugs to the drug-taking
students for first time drug use and drug use
within 30 days preceding survey enumeration
were differentiated.

2.6.1 First time drug use

Other than “friends” and ‘“‘schoolmates” that
were reported as the top two common suppliers
of drugs for the students’ first drug-taking,
“friends of friends” came third for the
drug-taking students of both secondary (15.1%)
and post-secondary (18.2%) level.

2.6.2 Drug use within 30 days preceding
survey enumeration

Similar to the results obtained for the first-time
drug-taking, “friends” and ‘“schoolmates” were
the top two common suppliers of drugs for the
students’ drug-taking within 30 days preceding
survey enumeration. ‘“Drug dealers”, on the
other hand, were the third most common
suppliers of drugs for the drug-taking students
of both secondary (24.3%) and post-secondary
(19.8%) levels within 30 days preceding survey
enumeration.

2.7

Companions of drug-taking

(Table 2.9)

In the 2011/12 Survey, over half of the
drug-taking students of secondary (53.4%) and
post-secondary (56.7%) levels took drugs with
“friends”, particularly “other friends” (45.2%
for secondary and 49.4% for post-secondary).
This coheres with the results in Section 2.6
which shows that “friends” were the main
suppliers of drugs for drug-taking students.

Besides “friends”, the drug-taking students of
secondary or above levels commonly took drugs
with “schoolmates” (27.9% for secondary and
28.4% for post-secondary) and “alone” (19.9%
for secondary and 22.0% for post-secondary).
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Upper primary students were not asked of the question.

In the 2008/09 Survey, a similar pattern was
noted with over 60% of drug-taking students of
secondary and post-secondary levels claiming to
take drugs with “friends” (63.2% for secondary
and 76.2% for post-secondary), “other friends”
(47.5% for secondary and 67.9% for
post-secondary) in particular, followed by
“schoolmates” (24.0% for secondary and 28.8%
for post-secondary).

2.8

Age of first

(Table 2.10)

drug-taking

In the 2011/12 Survey, 47.1% of drug-taking
students in secondary or above levels® claimed
that they did not remember their age of first
drug-taking. Of all drug-taking students at
secondary or above, around one tenth (10.7%)
first took drugs at age of 10 or below. The
corresponding proportion in the 2008/09 Survey
was higher at 14.0%.

The median age of first drug-taking was 13.5 for
secondary students and 16.5 for post-secondary
students, which were higher than the
corresponding figures in the 2008/09 Survey:
12.2 for secondary students and 16.0 for
post-secondary students.

29 Reasons for
(Table 2.11)

taking drugs

“Curiosity” remained as the most common
reason for drug-taking by upper primary
students (33.2% in 2011/12 and 35.8% in
2008/09). Other common reasons that upper
primary drug-takers took drugs in the 2011/12
Survey were “peer influence” (17.2%) and that
they were “feeling bored/ nothing else to do”
(16.7%).
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For students of secondary or above levels,
reasons for first time drug use and drug use
within 30 days preceding survey enumeration
were differentiated.

2.9.1 First time drug use

“Curiosity”, “friends’ influence” and “to seek
excitement” were the top three reasons for drug
takers of secondary (55.5%, 31.5% and 27.0%
respectively) and post-secondary (64.1%, 33.1%
and 29.8% respectively) levels to take drugs for
the first time.

2.9.2 Drug use within 30 days preceding
survey enumeration

The reasons for taking drugs within 30 days
preceding survey enumeration were different.
While secondary drug-takers took drugs within
30 days preceding survey enumeration mainly
“to relieve boredom” (30.6%), “to get away
from stress” (28.1%) and “to seek excitement”
(27.6%), those post-secondary drug-takers took
drugs “to seek excitement” (24.1%), “to get
away from depression/ anxiety” (22.9%) and “to
relieve boredom” (21.9%).

2.10 Residential districts (Table 2.12)

In the 2011/12 Survey, residential districts with
the highest proportion of drug-taking students
were Central and Western (3.2%), Wan Chai
(3.1%), Southern (2.7%) and the Islands (2.7%).

Residential districts with the highest number of
drug-taking students were Yuen Long (1 556),
Sha Tin (1 413) and Kwun Tong (1 341).
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2.11 Drug-taking outside Hong Kong
(Table 2.13)

2.11.1 Whether took drugs outside Hong
Kong

While 34.3% of lifetime drug-taking claimed
that they had taken drugs outside Hong Kong,
65.3% of those 30-day drug-takers did so.

2.11.2 Places of drug-taking outside Hong
Kong

Among those who claimed that they had taken
drugs outside Hong Kong, 63.9% and 40.3% of
lifetime drug-taking students had taken drugs in
“Mainland China/ Macao” and “overseas”
respectively; while the respective proportions of
30-day drug-taking students were 71.9% and
38.4%.

The most commonly reported places in
“Mainland China/ Macao”, where the
drug-taking students had taken drugs, were
identical for both lifetime and 30-day
drug-taking students. These were “Shenzhen”
(35.1% and 38.4% respectively) and “Macao”
(19.2% and 28.5% respectively).

2.12 Help seeking
(Table 2.14)

patterns

2.12.1 Whether sought help from others

In the 2011/12 Survey, 22.4% of drug-taking
students reported that they had sought help from
others. Amongst those drug-takers in
secondary or above levels, 18.9% of them had
sought help from others which was slightly
lower than the results in the 2008/09 Survey
(23.0%).
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Upper primary students were not asked of the question.

2.12.2 Person who gave the greatest help

Among those who reported having sought help
from others in the 2011/12 Survey, the persons
who gave them the greatest help were reported
to be “friends” (27.0%), particularly “boyfriend/
girlfriend” (12.3%) and “other friends” (10.7%),
followed by “social workers” (13.9%), including
“outreaching social workers/ counsellors”
(5.9%), “social workers/ counsellors in drug
treatment organisations” (4.2%) and “school
social workers” (3.8%). The other helpful
persons were considered to be “parents”
(13.3%) and “schoolmates” (13.3%).

By education levels, “friends” were the persons
who gave the greatest help to drug-taking
students of upper primary to post-secondary
levels. The second top-rated persons who gave
the greatest help to drug-taking students of
secondary and post-secondary levels were
“social workers” (14.4% for secondary and
22.0% for post-secondary); and that of upper
primary level were “parents” (19.7%).

2.13 Attempt to stop taking drugs or
give up drugs (Table 2.15)

2.13.1 Whether attempted to stop taking
drugs or give up drugs

While over half of the lifetime drug-taking
secondary (54.7%) and post-secondary students’
(53.6%) had attempted to stop taking drugs or
give up drugs, less than one-third of the 30-day
drug-taking secondary (36.9%) and
post-secondary students (25.5%) had done so.
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2.13.2 Reasons for attempting to stop taking
drugs

The three most common reasons for attempting
to stop taking drugs by lifetime drug-takers in
secondary or above levels were “using drugs
affected their health” (50.9%), ‘“using drugs
affected their daily lives” (30.4%) and ‘“‘using
drugs affected their studies” (27.7%)

These reasons were also reported by 30-day
drug-takers as the top three reasons to stop
taking drugs (41.4%, 30.7% and 29.3%
respectively).

It is noteworthy that more lifetime drug-taking
students cited “using drugs affected their health”
(50.9% for lifetime and 41.4% for 30-day) and
“being afraid of getting arrested as using drugs
is illegal” (27.6% for lifetime and 22.9% for
30-day) as reasons for attempting to stop taking
drugs.

On the other hand, more 30-day drug-taking
secondary or above students cited that they
attempted to stop taking drugs as they “did not
have enough money” (18.7% for 30-day and
10.6% for lifetime).

2.13.3 Reasons for not attempting to stop
taking drugs

The top three reasons for drug-taking students
not attempting to stop taking drugs were the
same for lifetime and 30-day drug-takers.
These reasons were “they did not think they had
become addicted” (58.2% for lifetime and
56.1% for 30-day), “they liked the feeling that
drugs gave them” (33.1% for lifetime and 45.8%
for 30-day) and “they did not think using drugs
was harmful to health” (25.4% for lifetime and
32.7% for 30-day).
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