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Chapter 1
Prevalence of substance
use among students

The proportions of the prevalence of lifetime?,
l-year’ and 30-day® drug-taking students are
highlighted as in the following paragraphs.

1.1 Proportion of lifetime substance
users (Chart 1.1)

Among all covered students, the proportions of
lifetime alcohol-taking, tobacco-taking, and
drug-taking students were 56.0%, 8.8% and
2.2% respectively in the 2011/12 Survey, while
the proportions of students taking these three
substances were 61.4%, 10.6% and 3.7% in the
2008/09 Survey.

The number of lifetime drug-taking students was
estimated to be 17 500, which had decreased by
42.1% from the corresponding figure of 30 200
in the 2008/09 Survey.

The prevalence rate of lifetime drug-taking in
different education levels were: 1.1% for upper
primary, 2.3% for secondary and 3.3% for
post-secondary. These were all lower than the
corresponding rates recorded in the 2008/09
Survey: 1.6% for upper primary, 4.3% for
secondary and 4.4% for post-secondary.

“Lifetime drug-taking students” refer to students who had ever taken drugs at least once in their lifetime.
3 AR EELE | IR AR GRS REE

“l-year drug-taking students” refer to students who had ever taken drugs within one year preceding survey

enumeration.

4 30 RAGRREGLEE | IR AAERARAT 30 KA SRR -
“30-day drug-taking students” refer to students who had ever taken drugs within 30 days preceding survey

enumeration.
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1.1.1 Age and sex (Tables 1.1-1.3)

In the 2011/12 Survey, the proportion of lifetime
alcohol-taking students increased with age, from
23.4% in those aged 10 or below to 79.9% in
those aged 21 or above. Both the proportions
of tobacco-taking and drug-taking students
peaked at the age of 21 years old or above
(15.3% and 3.5% respectively). Similar patterns
were found in the 2008/09 Survey. The
proportion of lifetime alcohol-taking students
increased with age, from 42.9% in those aged 12
or below to 83.9% in those aged 21 or above.
Both the proportions of lifetime tobacco-taking
and drug-taking students peaked at the age of 21
or above (18.6% and 5.2% respectively).

The proportions of lifetime alcohol-taking,
tobacco-taking and drug-taking male students
were 56.3%, 10.0% and 2.7% respectively in the
2011/12 Survey; while the corresponding
proportions of female students were 56.0%,
7.5% and 1.6% respectively. The proportions of
lifetime alcohol-taking, tobacco-taking and
drug-taking male students in the 2008/09 Survey
were 62.7%, 11.5% and 4.2%:; for females, the

figures were 61.7%, 99% and 2.9%
respectively.
1.2  Proportion of 1-year substance

users (Chart 1.2)

The proportions of 1-year alcohol-taking,
tobacco-taking and drug-taking students were
41.0%, 4.4% and 0.7% respectively in the
2011/12 Survey, while the proportions of
students taking these three substances were
43.4%, 5.6% and 2.0% in the 2008/09 Survey.

The number of 1-year drug-taking students was
estimated to be 5 800, which had decreased by
65.3% from the corresponding figure of 16 700
in the 2008/09 Survey.
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The prevalence rate of 1-year drug-taking in
different education levels were: 0.3% for upper
primary, 0.8% for secondary and 1.1% for
post-secondary. These were also all lower than
the corresponding rates recorded in the 2008/09
Survey: 0.8% for upper primary, 2.6% for
secondary and 1.8% for post-secondary.

1.2.1 Age and sex (Table 1.4)

In terms of age, Il-year alcohol-taking,
tobacco-taking and drug-taking students peaked
at the age of 21 or above, cited by 68.0%, 8.0%
and 1.2% respectively.

The proportions of 1-year alcohol-taking,
tobacco-taking and drug-taking male students
were cited by 41.9%, 5.3% and 0.9%; whilst the
corresponding proportions for female students
were 40.4%, 3.5% and 0.5%.

1.3 Proportion of 30-day substance
users (Chart 1.3)

The  overall  proportions of  30-day
alcohol-taking, tobacco-taking and drug-taking
students in the 2011/12 Survey were 18.4%,
0.4%, and 0.5% respectively, while the
proportions of students taking these three
substances were 23.2%, 3.9% and 1.2% in the
2008/09 Survey.

The number of 30-day drug-taking students was
estimated to be 4 100, which had decreased by
56.8% from the corresponding figure of 9 500 in
the 2008/09 Survey.

The prevalence rate of 30-day drug-taking in
different education levels were: 0.2% for upper
primary, 0.5% for secondary and 0.8% for
post-secondary. All were lower than the
corresponding rates recorded in the 2008/09
Survey: 0.5% for upper primary, 1.5% for
secondary and 0.9% for post-secondary.
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1.3.1 Age and sex (Table 1.5)

Similar to the findings of lifetime alcohol-taking
students in Section 1.1, the proportion of 30-day
alcohol-taking students increased with age, from
3.2% in those aged 10 or below to 35.0% in
those aged 21 or above, whereas the proportions
of 30-day tobacco-taking and drug-taking
students both peaked at the age of 21 or above
(2.0% and 0.8% respectively). Gradual increase
of the proportion of 30-day alcohol-taking
students with age, from 11.7% in those aged 12
or below to 40.6% in those aged 21 or above
was similarly noted in the 2008/09 Survey.
While the proportion of 30-day tobacco-taking
students peaked at the age of 21 or above
(7.6%), drug-taking students peaked at 15-16
(1.6%).

The proportions of 30-day alcohol-taking,
tobacco-taking and drug-taking male students
were 20.1%, 0.4% and 0.7% respectively in the
2011/12  Survey, whilst the corresponding
proportions of female students were 16.9%,
0.3% and 0.3% respectively. The proportions of
30-day alcohol-taking, tobacco-taking and
drug-taking male students in the 2008/09 Survey
were 25.5%, 4.5% and 1.3%; for females, the

figures were 21.4%, 3.4% and 0.9%
respectively.
1.4 Distribution of drug-taking

students in sampled schools and
institutions

100 primary schools were sampled in the
2011/12 survey. Lifetime drug abusers and
30-day drug abusers amongst upper primary
students were reported in 86 schools and 45
schools respectively.
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As for secondary schools, 106 schools were
sampled. Amongst them, lifetime drug abusers
were reported in 105 schools and 30-day drug
abusers in 87 schools. Among these schools,
the median number of lifetime drug-taking
students was 17 and the median number of
30-day drug-taking students was 4.
Of the 31 post-secondary institutions
enumerated in the survey, 30 had lifetime
drug-taking students and 25 had 30-day
drug-taking students reported.

These figures reflected the distribution of
drug-taking students in the sampled schools
only. Interpretation and generalisation should be
done with caution.
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