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5.1 Some drug abusers took more than one
type of drugs.

Reported Multiple Drug Abusers®
(Table Ic and Chart 5.1)

5.2
21% took more than one type of drugs in
2023.

Of all reported drug abusers, 1 113 or

5.3
two types of drugs in 2023.

18% of the reported drug abusers took
The most
common combination of the two types of

and
Another
2% of reported drug abusers took three types

drugs taken was heroin

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone.

of drugs, while 1% took more than three types
of drugs.

Note: (3) A reported multiple drug abuser is defined to
be a person who is reported to have taken more
than one type of drugs in a given year,
irrespective of whether the drugs were taken

concurrently on one occasion or not.
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B 5.1 2023 #q& 9 4 AN EP li-@&%ir‘é.ﬁﬂ.éidﬁﬁvﬁiiﬁ&i‘ﬁ
Chart 5.1 Reported drug abusers by number and major combination of drug types taken,
2023

() waF 5fEsE#pP Number of drug types taken
(123 i (x 30 A . W& —f@E3 L One drug type taken
4%) (0.6%) ]
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951
17 6‘;0\) - & =fE5 4 Three drug types taken
\ H UK B %% =f# 5 More than three drug types taken
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4279 A
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(b) % a7 fa4 & Two drug types taken

FHERRRHLHE
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(c) % 4 = 84 & Three drug types taken
FEREHFWHE

Major combination of drug types taken

VAL s AR =My R TR ™
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Heroin, Cocaine & Triazolam/Midazolam/Zopiclone 270

kﬁﬁ* N ﬂ‘kfﬂ%ﬁigﬂ @ 13 (02%)

Cannabis*, Cocaine & Ketamine

)

0 20 40 60 80 100

NE

No. of persons

R I BUR(G P A 2 8 B 5 an A A A T Notes :  Figures in brackets refer to the percentage of all
HEEDLL - reported drug abusers with known drugs abused.
* [ 2023 File 0 KEFESRARIZ - * From 2023, cannabis includes synthetic
cannabinoids.
BEFRRXSGHREEAILARTFRG LT Comparison of Reported Heroin Abusers
LER e SRR s e with Reported Psychotropic Substance
Abusers

54 T A E ,T*u?}t FAR® 8 s L ® 54 In the ensuing paragraphs, a
Al REEsR s T RN I F AL comparison of the characteristics of reported
SEEep S S AR R S heroin abusers and reported psychotropic
THFER BT HA I FA L (T substance abusers is presented.  Separate
R A S A A figures on the salient characteristics of the
ek g ekEe G T L s &R major categories of reported psychotropic
it 2 vh e A L) A B e I8 Hic substance abusers, viz. abusers of cocaine,
F o methamphetamine, cannabis, triazolam/
midazolam/zopiclone, ketamine and cough
medicine abusers are also included.
E#qolrn] (£ 3a~4a % F]5.2) Age and Sex (Table 3a, 4a and Chart 5.2)

5.5 & 2023 £ > £ 5 2320 AR 5.5 In 2023, there were 2 320 reported
FR A AEEE AL T3 E gD heroin abusers at an average age of 52 years.
52 %k > P A RAe (85%) A9 1o The majority (85%) of them were males.
m 3668 LTI REITHAN IR The 3 668 reported psychotropic substance
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abusers were much younger than the reported
heroin abusers, at an average age of 35 years.
74% of them were males. Relatively, there
were more reported female psychotropic
substance abusers by proportion (26% or 965)
than reported female heroin abusers (15% or

359).

W 5.2 2023 E 3K AS S F SAGFH A R TRE S Y 8 UL
Chart 5.2 Age/sex distribution of reported drug abusers by common type of drugs
abused, 2023
100%
80% | .
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0 215k s A B 5
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60% 04 78% o lj Male aged 21 & over
AN 215U B
. i ) N ) ) S 59, E ) NN Male aged under 21
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3 2R EAHE
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0% B o = 0, = B2 4% B EE 3% &
Sy e a-RA Rz KIi* =M FHEER I, 5
Heroin Cocaine JEftEH Cannabis*  BREWE ~  Ketamine Cough
Methamp— VT i fE medicine
hetamine iazolam/ HR B
Zopiclone Common type of drugs abused
R (LRI B AT TR N o 2R 2 s —fE b - Notes : More than one type of drugs may be reported for an
individual drug abuser in a given year.
HE AR B B R S AT - Figures exclude persons with unknown types of drug
abuse
* H 2023 4L KEIESEAZ - * From 2023, cannabis includes synthetic
cannabinoids.
56 A AFEARIFRGEITHA 5.6  Among the six major categories of
FEFY AR E R G F RE reported psychotropic substance abusers, the
PAZERE P for £ FA L fE At proportions of females were relatively higher
#B oA uE G 41% >~ 30%F 28% ° among the reported ketamine,
MEFRB G g Iefdek g ST methamphetamine and cocaine abusers, being
wlE s S e g AL F Y s A 41%, 30% and 28% respectively.  The

v

»

BRER AR A
11%

22% ~ 21% v

-39.-

corresponding proportions of female abusers
of triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone, cannabis
and cough medicine were 22%, 21% and 11%

respectively.
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5.7

categories of psychotropic substance abusers,

In respect of the age of various

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers, at an
average age of 48 years, were much older than
abusers of the other five major categories of
psychotropic substances. The average ages
of cough medicine, methamphetamine,
ketamine, cocaine and cannabis abusers were
41, 39, 34, 29 and 24 years respectively.

Age of First Abuse (7able 3c)
5.8
heroin for heroin abusers was 19 years in
2023.

reported psychotropic substance abusers, the

The average age of first abuse of

Among the six major categories of

average age of first abusing the drug for
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone abusers was
while that for
ketamine abusers was the lowest, at 19 years.

the highest, at 27 years;
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Drug History® (Table 3c)

59 As  the abusers  of

psychotropic substances are generally much

reported

younger than those of heroin, the former had
For the
the
median methamphetamine abuse history in
2023 was 14 years.

abusing history of cannabis abusers was 4

a shorter drug history than the latter.

reported methamphetamine abusers,
The median cannabis
years, while for heroin abusers, the median
heroin abusing history was much longer, at 32
years.

Reason for Current Drug Use (7able 4c)

5.10

the most common reason for the current use

Among the reported heroin abusers,
of drug was “to avoid discomfort of its
absence” (72% of reported heroin abusers),
followed by “to relieve boredom/depression/
stress” (40%) and “to identify with peers/peer
(26%).

psychotropic substance abusers,

influence” Among the reported

“to relieve
boredom/depression/stress” (54%) came first,
followed by “to identify with peers/peer
influence” (35%) and “to avoid discomfort of
its absence” (31%)).

Note: (4) The “drug history” of a reported drug abuser is
defined as the period of time between the abuser
being reported to CRDA by reporting agency and
the first time he or she abused drugs. It should
be noted that the CRDA does not have
information on any intermittent breaks of drug
abuse by the reported drug abuser. Therefore,
“drug history” does not necessarily refer to the
total time of drug abuse of a reported drug abuser.
In addition, as previously reported drug abusers
had been identified in the past, it would not be
appropriate to use the median drug history of all
reported drug abusers (including both newly and
previously reported drug abusers) to reflect the
hidden drug abuse situation.
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By ® (£3b%4b) District of Residence (7able 3b and 4b)

5.11 72023 # > fx 5 4 T R & 3 5.11 Relatively more reported heroin
BE R AEFERY (BREERS abusers in 2023 resided in Sham Shui Po
P IPES Ef’ﬁ 18% )~ x L (15%) % ;& (18% of reported heroin abusers), Yau Tsim
Bo(13%) > E R & 5 T HA Mong (15%) and Kwun Tong (13%). For
£ r‘;ﬁ B A TR A R AEH P the reported psychotropic substance abusers
(11% ) # % (12% ) H & 54 & 3F as a whole, more resided in Tuen Mun (11%).
voa v -+ rj F A Ak R HTHRE More specifically, North District (12%) had
Fxa? f;,‘k%“ P A (15%) the highest number of reported cocaine
Bepoims e (14%) 28 5 L & s = abusers. For the reported methamphetamine
R % Ak ®B,m AR EIFR G abusers, Tuen Mun (15%) was at the top of the
ks kEe s RT R &R list. Sha Tin (14%) had the highest number
it 2 v% % H oA BB P R TIFER Y of reported cannabis abusers. For reported

(18% )~ B3 (10%) 2 & ™ (14% )~
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abusers of triazolam/midazolam/ zopiclone,
ketamine and cough medicine, Sham Shui Po
(18%), Kwun Tong (10%) and Tuen Mun
(14%) had the highest number of abusers

respectively.

Monthly Frequency of Abusing Drugs
(Chart 5.3)

5.12

midazolam/zopiclone had relatively higher

Abusers of heroin and triazolam/

frequencies of abusing drugs in general, both
with a median monthly frequency of 60 times.
The corresponding figures for abusers of
other common psychotropic substances were

much lower, as for example, 30 times for

cough medicine abusers, 13 times for
ketamine abusers, 9 times for
methamphetamine abusers, 5 times for

cocaine abusers, 4 times for cannabis abusers
and twice for MDMA abusers.
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expenditure of $11,450 in 2023.
the

substances, those taking ketamine, triazolam/

Among
abusers of common psychotropic

midazolam/zopiclone, cocaine, cough
medicine and methamphetamine had a higher
median monthly expenditure of $4,290,
$3,000, $3,000, $2,930 and $2,100
respectively while the corresponding figures
for cannabis and MDMA abusers were $860

and $50 respectively.
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Chart5.4 Median monthly expenditure of abusing drugs by common type of drugs

abused, 2023
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Notes :  Figures are rounded to the nearest ten.

* From 2023, -cannabis includes synthetic
cannabinoids.

Economic Activity Status (7Table 3e)

514 A notable proportion of
triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone (59%),
heroin (57%), cough medicine (40%),
methamphetamine (40%), cocaine (27%),
ketamine (23%) and cannabis (16%) abusers

were unemployed in 2023.

Locality of Abusing Drugs (7able 3f)

5.15 Home/friend’s home was the most
common location of abusing drugs for
66% to 89% of the abusers of various drugs in
2023, followed by public areas like recreation
area/public park/public toilet. The locality
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12%3 20%eh = Jir~ & "=fp 2 7+ F]ex of abusing drugs varied among various drugs.
] —‘ﬁ LI TNy W DA o Lo For example, 12% to 20% of cannabis,
BT E LR Foa 4%y ek ketamine and cocaine abusers took drugs in
8 —“‘F]’ AR RIS C DA - SN S - party gathering in club house/building/hotel/

bar while 4% of cough medicine abusers took

drugs in electronic game centre.
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