2

2014 3 2023 # w3 5%
Drug Abuse Trends for 2014 - 2023

e LY

(% 1a % F12.1)

21 HREFHEEFRIFRI H DR
A fed 2014 & 9 9068 A 0 E %

2023 # 15500 A 22023 & X Hef
2022 # 15363 + F A 3%

Overall Drug Abuse Trend
(Table la and Chart 2.1)

2.1
reported to the CRDA went down from 9 068
in 2014 to 5500 in 2023, which was 3%
higher than 5 363 in 2022.

The total number of drug abusers
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Chart 2.1 Reported drug abusers by age group
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Substances Abuse Trends
(Table 1d and Chart 2.2)

2.2
reported psychotropic substance abusers than

From 2014 to 2023, there were more

abusers of narcotics analgesics (mainly
Reported
psychotropic substances were 1 345 (or 58%)

heroin). abusers  taking

more than those taking narcotics analgesics in
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2023.
proportion of abusers taking psychotropic
substances rose from 62% in 2014 to 70% in
2021 but slightly dropped to 68% in 2023.

Among all reported drug abusers, the

2.3
generally followed a downward trend, with

The abuse of narcotics analgesics

the number of abusers having dropped by
50% from 4 606 in 2014 to 2 323 in 2023.
The number of reported abusers taking
psychotropic substances also dropped by
34% from 5 543 in 2014 to 3 668 in 2023.
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Chart 2.2 Reported abusers of psychotropic substances and narcotics analgesics
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analgesics and psychotropic substances during a
given year.

Figures in brackets indicate the percentage change
over the preceding year.

** Percentage changes within £0.5%
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Youth Drug Abuse Trend
(Table 1a, 1h and Chart 2.3-2.4)

2.4 The number of young drug abusers
aged under 21 decreased by 44% from 829 in
2014 to 468 in 2017 and rebounded to 659 in
2023.

2.5
as against the total of all drug abusers dropped
from 9% in 2014 to 6% in 2016. It has been
rising and then reached 12% in 2023.

The proportion of those aged under 21
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Chart 2.3 Reported young drug abusers aged under 21 by selected age groups
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among all reported drug abusers.
Percentages for those drug abusers aged under 12
were less than 0.5%.
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Chart 2.4 Reasons for current drug use of reported young drug abusers aged under 21
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Psychotropic Substances Abused

(£ 1d # F2.5) (Table 1d and Chart 2.5)
2.7 G I S S L 2.7 Among psychotropic  substances,
vk g ekEk s ST R F R cocaine,  methamphetamine,  cannabis,
fr £ i ERY AR TR T HAM S triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone and ketamine
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A N B o - e A Cocaine however, has surpassed
methamphetamine to become the most
common psychotropic substance abused since
2022. In 2023, methamphetamine was
second and cannabis came third.
® 2.5 AEIFRSELHELREIHA S &F
Chart 2.5 Reported drug abusers of major types of psychotropic substances
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2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Notes : More than one type of drugs may be reported for an

individual drug abuser in a given year.
* From 2023,
cannabinoids.

cannabis includes synthetic
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Drug Abuse Trends for Newly/Previously

Reported Drug Abusers (Table 1b)

2.8 The number of newly reported drug
abusers decreased by 4% from 2 082 in 2014
to 1998 in 2023.
increased from 28 years in 2014 to 31 years in
2023.
drug abusers among all abusers increased
from 23% in 2014 to 36% in 2023.

Their average age

The proportion of newly reported

2.9
drug abusers nearly halved from 6 986 in
2014 to 3 502 in 2023.
generally older than the newly reported

The number of previously reported

These abusers were

abusers, with an average age between 41 and
45 years, compared with an average age
between 28 and 31 years for newly reported

abusers.

Male/Female Drug Abuse Trends
(Table 1a)

2.10

than female drug abusers in general.

There were more male drug abusers
The
proportion of female drug abusers stayed at
18% to 23% of the total number of drug
abusers from 2014 to 2023.
reported male drug abusers decreased
continuously from 7 385 in 2014 to 4 248 in
2023.
abusers dropped generally from 1 683 in 2014
to 1252 in 2023.

The number of

The number of reported female drug



2014 3 2023 s A%

Drug Abuse Trends for 2014 - 2023

211 MEHFIPEmd KT
2014 &0 39 &+ 2 1 2023 &
A1 o EAF L P d T o
g b A % 2014 &£ n 32 F A5
2023 £ 136 &k o A E AR P d
H - BT E

WEFRE FERES DL
(21 % F2.6)

202 A EAFRA FP 0 4 E L L
bt f A 2014 & 32019 E B A
45% % % 0 R e A Lerik F Ak pE
Bor RS A5% AW 0 % £ ALk
A 2020 E P23 49% 0 WG A
2023 & Ew 41%¢ £ fp A L Ariko £
& 2020 &3 2023 & 7T E %
40% © B 4 ik F A d 2014 &
2% 2 3 2021 & ¢ 8% 0 £ 2023 &
Plw ¥ 3 6% 82 ik 21 AT AR
e A K nF At d 2014 & 1 16%
225 2023 41 41% -

=z
=L
=

-13 -

2.11
abusers rose from 39 years in 2014 to 41 years
in2023.
drug abusers also increased, from 32 years in
2014 to 36 years in 2023.

drug abusers were generally younger than

The average age of reported male drug

The average age of reported female

Reported female

male drug abusers.

Reported Drug Abusers by Economic
Activity Status
(Table 1j and Chart 2.6)

2.12
abusers who were unemployed stayed at
around 45% from 2014 to 2019. The

proportion of reported drug abusers who were

The proportion of reported drug

employed also remained at around 45%
during the same period. = However, the
proportion of unemployed rose to 49% in
2020 before returning to 41% in 2023. The
proportion of employed also dropped to
around 40% from 2020 to 2023.  The
proportion of reported student drug abusers
increased from 2% in 2014 to 8% in 2021,
The

proportion of students among reported drug

before returning to 6% in 2023.

abusers aged under 21 increased from 16% in
2014 to 41% in 2023.
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among all reported drug abusers with known
economic activity status.

Abuse of More Than One Type of Drugs
(Table Ic)

2.13
type of drugs.

Some drug abusers took more than one

2.14  The proportion of reported multiple
drug abusers) stayed at 20% to 25% from
2014 to 2023.
two types of drugs.

The majority of them abused

Note: (1) A reported multiple drug abuser is defined to
be a person who is reported to have taken more
than one type of drugs in a given year,
irrespective of whether the drugs were taken

concurrently on one occasion or not.
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Drug History (Chart2.7)

2.15 The median drug history'® of newly
reported abusers decreased from 5.2 years in
2014 to 3.4 years in 2021, but increased to 6.0
years in 2023. For those newly reported
abusers aged under 21, the median drug

history ranged from 1.0 year to 1.6 years.
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Chart 2.7 Median drug history of newly reported drug abusers by age group
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Note: The “drug history” of a reported drug abuser is
defined as the period of time between the abuser
being reported to CRDA by reporting agency and
the first time he or she abused drugs. It should be
noted that the CRDA does not have information on
any intermittent breaks of drug abuse by the
reported drug abuser. Therefore, “drug history”
does not necessarily refer to the total time of drug
abuse of a reported drug abuser. Despite the
limitation, the median drug history of newly
reported drug abusers is a useful indicator to reflect
the situation of hidden drug abuse by measuring the
time between a reported drug abuser first abusing
drugs and when he or she first came into contact
with a reporting agency.
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Sources of Reported Drug Abusers

(Table 1q and 1r)
2.16  For adult drug abusers aged 21 and
over, drug treatment and rehabilitation

centres/counselling centres for psychotropic

substance  abusers/centres  for  drug

counselling, methadone clinics, and law
enforcement agencies were the major sources
of reporting from 2014 to 2023. They
contributed to 41%, 38% and 21% of such

abusers respectively in 2023.

2.17 As for young drug abusers aged
under 21, youth outreaching teams, drug
treatment and rehabilitation

centres/counselling centres for psychotropic

substance  abusers/centres  for  drug
counselling, and law enforcement agencies
were the major sources of reporting from
2014 to 2023. They contributed to 58%,
22% and 20% of young abusers respectively

in 2023.

2.18
reported drug abusers reported by law

The median drug history of newly

enforcement agencies and youth outreaching
teams was comparatively short from 2014 to
2023 whereas those reported by Counselling
centres  for  psychotropic  substance
abusers/centres for drug counselling was the

longest in recent years.
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