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Summary Findings Not®)

1.1
abusers has been decreasing steadily since
2014 (at 9 068). In 2023, the total number
of reported drug abusers was 5500, 3%
higher than 2022 (at 5 363) but 39% lower
than 2014. (Table 1a)

The total number of reported drug

1.2
abusers aged under 21 in 2023, representing
a decrease of 11% over 2022 (at 744) and
was lower than 2014 (at 829) by 21%.
(Table 1a)

There were 659 reported young drug

1.3
abusers registered some rebounds in recent
In 2023, there were 1998 newly
reported drug abusers, representing an
increase of 10% from 2022 (at 1 824) and a

The number of newly reported drug

years.

drop of 4% from 2014 (at 2 082).
(Table 1b)
(Note)

Throughout this report, figures during 2020-2022 should be
interpreted with caution as they might have been affected by
the situation of COVID-19.
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1.4
reported abusers” ranged from 3.4 years to
6.0 years from 2014 to 2023.  This reflected

that hidden drug abuse is still a concern.
(Chart 2.7)

The median drug history of newly

1.5

abuse of all reported drug abusers and young

In 2023, the average ages of first

drug abusers aged under 21 were 19 and 15

years respectively.  (Table 1i)

1.6 Among the reported drug abusers in
2023, 2 320, or 43%, were reported heroin
abusers; and 3 668, or 68%, were reported
From
2014 to 2023, there were more reported

psychotropic substance abusers.

abusers taking psychotropic substances than
those taking narcotics analgesics (mainly

heroin). (Table 1d)

Note : * The “drug history” of a reported drug abuser is
defined as the period of time between the abuser
being reported to CRDA by reporting agency and
the first time he or she abused drugs. It should be
noted that the CRDA does not have information on
any intermittent breaks of drug abuse by the
reported drug abuser. Therefore, “drug history”
does not necessarily refer to the total time of drug
abuse of a reported drug abuser. Despite the
limitation, the median drug history of newly
reported drug abusers is a useful indicator to reflect
the situation of hidden drug abuse by measuring the
time between a reported drug abuser first abusing
drugs and when he or she first came into contact
with a reporting agency. On the other hand, as
previously reported drug abusers had been identified
in the past, it would not be appropriate to use the
median drug history of all reported drug abusers
(including both newly and previously reported drug
abusers) to reflect the hidden drug abuse situation.
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1.7
abused psychotropic substance in 2014, but

Ketamine was the most commonly

methamphetamine (commonly known as “Ice”
in Hong Kong) surpassed ketamine to become
the most common psychotropic substance
abused from 2015 to 2021.

has replaced methamphetamine since 2022 to

However, cocaine

become the most common psychotropic
substance abused. A decline was observed for
the number of reported abusers taking
methamphetamine and cannabis in 2023.
that

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone,

Meanwhile, for heroin, cocaine,
ketamine,
cough medicine and MDMA went up.

(Table 1d)

1.8

aged under 21, cocaine replaced cannabis to

Among reported young drug abusers

become the most common type of drug abused
in 2023 (55% of reported young drug abusers),
followed by cannabis (49%), ketamine (8%)
and MDMA (6%). (Table 1d)

1.9
drugs in Mainland China (mainly Shenzhen)
in 2023, being 84% higher than that in 2022.

It is noted that the number of people arriving

68 reported drug abusers had taken

and departing Hong Kong during the period
from 2020 to 2022 was significantly smaller
due to the implementation of the anti-
epidemic restrictions relating to COVID-19.
(Table If)

1.10 Regarding the locality of drug abuse,
the 2023 figures revealed that 60% of the
abusers took drugs at home/friend’s home
only, which was more than 54% in 2014.
(Table 1g)
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1.11  In 2023, 65% of the reported drug
abusers had records of conviction, which was
only slightly higher than that in 2022 (by less
than one percentage point) but 10 percentage
points lower than that in 2014. Among
adult drug abusers aged 21 and over, the
proportion with conviction records was 69%
in 2023, while the corresponding proportion
for young drug abusers aged under 21 was

36%. (Table 1p)

1.12
all drug abusers reported taking drugs was
‘6t0

The proportion of reported drug abusers

In 2023, the most common reason for

relieve  boredom/depression/stress”.
citing it as a reason for current drug use
decreased from 47% in 2014 to 42% in 2018
and then returned to 48% in 2023. On the
other hand, the most common reason for drug
abuse for reported young drug abusers aged
under 21 was “to identify with peers/peer
influence” in 2023. This proportion
dropped from 55% in 2014 to 46% in 2015
and then rose to 53% in 2023. (Table 1h)

1.13

triazolam/midazolam/zopiclone

Reported abusers of heroin and
in general
had relatively higher frequencies of abusing
drugs, both with median monthly frequencies
The

corresponding figures for abusers of other

of abusing drugs at 60 times in 2023.

common psychotropic substances were much
lower, e.g. 30 times for cough medicine
abusers, 13 times for ketamine abusers, 9
times for methamphetamine abusers, 5 times
for cocaine abusers, 4 times for cannabis
abusers and twice for MDMA abusers.
(Chart 5.3)



# &

Executive Summary

me-
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

AR EERE K

R 3 9068 8777 8248 6883 6760 5775 5782 6103 5363 5500
T p2 38 38 39 40 41 41 40 38 39 40
74 7385 6947 6751 5590 5436 4605 4551 4806 4200 4248
TR I AN b 81.4 792 819 812 804 797 787 787 783 772
T F2 39 40 40 41 42 42 41 40 40 41
e 1683 1830 1497 1293 1324 1170 1231 1297 1163 1252
R AL I 186 208 181 188 196 203 213 213 217 228
T p2 32 33 35 36 37 36 36 34 35 36
21 T F 0 829 689 521 468 477 494 609 889 744 659
R ey AL 9.1 7.9 6.3 6.8 7.1 86 105 146 139 12.0
T pa i 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 17 17 17
BRAALIFERS K 2082 2183 2029 1630 1734 1619 1600 2037 13824 1998
R e I 23.0 249 246 237 257 280 277 334 340 363
I F2 28 29 30 30 31 30 29 28 29 31
Y a4 5

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

(1) BEFLEF =84 BEFTHE

3 8960 8685 8192 6821 6678 5675 5731 5964 5190 5392
() REAF= & REFE

R 3 4604 4421 4058 3722 3626 2895 2841 2392 2151 2320
(1) 7 A 514 509 495 546 543 51.0 496 401 414 43.0
(3) BEFES L IR F EH

3 5543 5505 5303 4087 4008 3615 3616 4174 3556 3668
(1) g 4t 619 634 647 599 60.0 637 631 70.0 685 68.0
REFR G117 FHAEEFE (1) 5F 4

7+ 7] 7.3 7.2 98 128 148 139 127 182 20.7 21.6
PHRE AL 23.0 260 305 262 235 237 219 195 171 16.0
< ¥ 4.0 4.0 5.5 5.9 7.3 92 131 17.0 163 139
By YL T 14 14 120 13.0 139 152 124 1.5 109 123
bR

F 15 24.7 233 154 9.2 7.5 7.5 9.4 9.8 9.8 9.9
v F 4.3 4.1 5.3 4.0 4.2 4.8 3.9 3.8 3.9 3.9
AL A - 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.9
i

SERE % 2023 4FRE - RIRELESHOARE -




# &

Executive Summary

Highlights at a Glance

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
All reported drug abusers
No. 9068 8777 8248 6883 6760 5775 5782 6103 5363 5500
Average age 38 38 39 40 41 41 40 38 39 40
Male 7385 6947 6751 5590 5436 4605 4551 4806 4200 4248
% of all 81.4 79.2 819 812 804 79.7  78.7 787 78.3 77.2
Average age 39 40 40 41 42 42 4] 40 40 4]
Female 1683 1830 1497 1293 1324 1170 1231 1297 1163 1252
% of all 186 208 181 188 196 203 213 213 21.7 228
Average age 32 33 35 36 37 36 36 34 35 36
Young persons 829 689 521 468 477 494 609 889 744 659
aged under 21
% of all 9.1 7.9 6.3 6.8 7.1 86 105 146 139 12.0
Average age 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 17 17 17
Newly reported 2082 2183 2029 1630 1734 1619 1600 2037 1824 1998
drug abusers
% of all 23.0 249 246 237 257 280 277 334 340 363
Average age 28 29 30 30 31 30 29 28 29 31
Common drugs abused

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
(1) Reported drug abusers with type of drugs reported
No. 8960 8685 8192 6821 6678 5675 5731 5964 5190 5392
(2) Reported heroin abusers
No. 4604 4421 4058 3722 3626 2895 2841 2392 2151 2320
% of (1) 514 509 495 546 543 51.0 496  40.1 41.4 430
(3) Reported psychotropic substance abusers
No. 5543 5505 5303 4087 4008 3615 3616 4174 3556 3668
% of (1) 61.9 634 647 599 600 63.7 631 70.0 685  68.0
Reported abusers of the following psychotropic substances as % of (1)
Cocaine 7.3 7.2 9.8 128 148 139 127 182 20.7 21.6
Methamphetamine 23.0 260 305 262 235 237 219 195 17.1 16.0
Cannabis * 4.0 4.0 5.5 5.9 7.3 9.2 13.1 17.0 16.3 13.9
Triazolam/ 11.4 114 120 13.0 139 152 124 11.5 109 123
Midazolam/
Zopiclone
Ketamine 24.7 233 154 9.2 7.5 7.5 9.4 9.8 9.8 9.9
Cough medicine 4.3 4.1 5.3 4.0 4.2 4.8 3.9 3.8 3.9 3.9
MDMA 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.4 0.6 0.7 0.9 0.8 1.1 1.9

Note: * From 2023, cannabis includes synthetic cannabinoids.
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