
The Demography of Drug Abuse 
in Hong Kong

Stuart Gietel-Basten
Professor of Social Science and Public Policy
Division of Social Science and Division of Public Policy

Briefing to BDF 

Who are drug abusers?
Which groups are growing? Declining?

Where are they? What drugs are they abusing?

CRDA as a core dataset





From numbers to rates



Other dimensions
Differential growth 
across Hong Kong

Data and methods
Link CRDA across to Census and By-Census (Requires extrapolation)

CRDA: robust data source 

But
Patterns of change can be linked to other activities (e.g. cost, police)

Not measure of abuse; but of engagement with organisations



Narcotics Analgesics Opium, Heroin, Fentanyl, Pentazocine, Tilidate or Tilidine

Stimulants Amphetamines, Cocaine, Methamphetamine and anti-depressants



Ketamine

Beyond rates...
Statistical analysis

Multiple factors at play







Policy review
Learning from other settings

But often difficult to apply direct lessons

Needs a more comprehensive assessment and deeper understandings

Beyond our project
What is CRDA capturing?

Location of registration? Abuser? 
Abuse?

Correlation - but what about cause
Qualitative reassessment


